
I-261-001

This letter is a duplicate of the letter submitted separately by Richard

Dunn (Item Number I-252). Please refer to that letter for responses.
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I-261-002

WSDOT has identified a Preferred Alternative that would expand the

Montlake lid to cover a larger portion of SR 520. This would result in

lower traffic noise levels.  With the Preferred Alternative, the lid would

extend from the Montlake interchange to the Lake Washington

shoreline.  In addition, the lid portals would be coated with noise-

absorptive material to reduce noise.

 

I-261-003

The freeway lids and the median on the Portage Bay Bridge will be

landscaped; however, foliage is not considered an active measure to

reduce noise from the project.  Since construction has not yet begun,

any tree cutting occurring is not associated with the SR 520 project.

 

I-261-004

The Final Transportation Discipline Report indicates that with the

Preferred Alternative, transportation operations would be improved in the

Montlake area compared to the No Build Alternative. The second

bascule bridge would create lane continuity between the Montlake Cut

and the SR 520 Montlake interchange, which would improve traffic

operations compared to the No Build Alternative. The bridge would

provide additional capacity for transit/HOV, bicycles, and pedestrians

and would provide bicycle lanes across the Montlake Cut. Most notably,

overall delay related to bridge openings would decrease for all vehicles

because the additional capacity would help clear congestion more

quickly. The ESSB 6392 workgroup considered priority treatments for

transit in the project area and the Montlake corridor. Since the SDEIS

was published, WSDOT, in collaboration with the City of Seattle, King

County Metro, and Sound Transit, has evaluated transit signal priority in

the Montlake interchange area. Chapter 6 of the Final Transportation

Discipline Report describes the changes in traffic volume and operations

on the local streets in the Montlake interchange area with the Preferred

Alternative. Chapter 7 describes the effects of the Preferred Alternative
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on nonmotorized transportation facilities and connections. Chapter 8

describes the effects of the Preferred Alternative on transit service,

facilities, ridership, travel times during a.m., p.m., and off-peak periods,

and rider connections.
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